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State Capitol:  Pierre

Admitted to the Union:  1889

Nickname:  The Mount Rushmore State

Motto:  Under God the People Rule

Population Estimate 1998:  738,171

Ranks 16th  in Area at 75,953 Square Miles -- 1,092 Square Miles of Inland Water

Population Per Square Mile:  9.7

Divided Into 66 Counties

Bordered by Six States:  Minnesota, North Dakota, Nebraska, Montana, Iowa, and Wyoming

Lowest Elevation Point:  961 Feet

Highest Elevation Point:  7,242 Feet

State Tree:  Black Hills Spruce

State Flower:  American Pasque

State Animal:  Coyote

State Bird:  Chinese Ring-Necked Pheasant

State Fish:  Walleye

State Insect:  Honey Bee (Apis Melliferal)

State Gem Stone:  Fairburn Agate

State Mineral:  Rose Quartz
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