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January 23, 2002
Kris Davidson

CPS Case Manager
1509 A. West Gurley
Prescott, AZ  86305
Mario Delgado-Gabaldon, CPS Specialist III

Arizona DES

Administration for Children, Youth and Families

8400 E. Florentine Rd., Suite 104

Prescott Valley, AZ  86314
Dear Mrs. Davidson and Mr. Delgado-Gabaldon,

I received a Fax Friday, January 18, 2002, with a report from Julie Germany, Counselor at West Yavapai Guidance Clinic. Ms. Germany reported that she interviewed Allyson Arrowwood on January 9 and as noted, Ms Germany left a voice mail to Kris Davidson and her supervisor the same day.

However, when I spoke to Mario on the 15th of January, he stated that even though there was yet one more referral, that he found the abuse reports to be UNSUBSTANTIATED and that he was closing the investigation.  I placed the call to Mario because he not yet delivered the written report that he had promised would be available by Friday, January 11.

With the unambiguous statements from Mario made January 15 and the report of Dr. Moe authored previously, it is inexcusable that the report from Ms. Germany was sent on Friday, January 18th to Judge Mackey, to the Foster Care Review Board, to the CASA, to Allyson’s Guardian ad Litem and to attorney for Ms Arrowwood and myself, especially without the exculpatory information provided by Mario and Dr. Moe’s report. 

The content of Ms. Germany’s report distributed in the manner in which it was, is in contravention of statute.  The distribution to those in responsible positions in the manner in which it was sent is severely damaging and furthers prejudice and bias in an already unnecessarily complex matter.

I spoke with Mario on speaker phone, with Paralegal, Sharon Mendlick, present, on Tuesday, January 15, inquiring about the written report that he promised regarding the video and taped forensic interview he conducted with Allyson Arrowwood. Mario informed me in no uncertain terms that the result of his forensic investigation was that the allegations of abuse were UNSUBSTANTIATED.  Mario, the designated investigator, went on to further state that there had been yet another referral, which I deduce now, was that which came from Julie Germany of Yavapai Guidance Center.  Even so, Mario was closing the investigation with a determination of unsubstantiated.  

I request that the video and written copies of the forensic interviews with Mario, as well as his written report, are immediately provided.

Mrs. Davidson on January 22 acknowledged that Ms. Germany is not forensically trained, her interview was not recorded and the method on its face was highly contaminated.  However, that information from Mrs. Davidson has not been disseminated to the responsible parties who received the damaging report of Ms. Germany.  

One of the irregularities with regard to Ms. Germany’s report is that the child’s foster mother participated in the initial interview with the child; moreover, it is blatantly apparent that this well intentioned, however misguided foster mother, did not have the full scope of information needed before interacting with this child on these sensitive issues.  

It was gross error for the case worker to permit the foster mother to transport the child to the counseling; further, it was gross error for the counselor not to have been given Mario’s taped forensic interviews and the background information on this same issue; the gross error was compounded when the counselor was not provided information that Dr. Moe had interviewed this child subsequent to the alleged abuse and that all allegations of sexual abuse were found to be UNSUBSTANTIATED by the designated investigator, Mario.

It is inexcusable that Dr. Moe’s report and Mario’s yet to be delivered written report with a finding of UNSUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATIONS, are glaringly absent from the Fax that was sent to all relevant parties.  

At the beginning of this dependency there were ample opportunities as well as requests for placement in Mesa, which should have been acted upon.  I have a fax from Yavapai CPS employees in handwriting authored early in this case stating that they do not have enough on Dad.  See enclosed.

The child’s attorney in December stated in open court that he had no objection to this child being placed in a foster home in Mesa to facilitate the plan of reunification with father. The State has continued to unnecessarily and unreasonably delay doing that which was in the child’s best interests.

This child was seriously infested with lice from August through December 6.    During this time she was placed in three different foster homes and twice in shelter.  It was not until the child’s first unsupervised visit at her father’s home in Mesa that the lice were sufficiently addressed.  

Incidentally, on reflection, the child, Allyson, had shoulder length hair; the procedure of removing lice from the child’s hair was not pleasant and unfortunately the child may have perceived that the father was holding her by the neck in order to brace for pulling the fine-toothed nit comb through her hair.  He took the time and made the sacrifice of laboriously pulling the nit comb countless times through this child’s hair, counting and discarding in excess of 100 nits.  Could this be part of the reason she doesn’t like visiting dad and claimed he pulled her hair?

Dr. Moe’s report states that the present foster placement is the one she likes the most and it is apparent from Julie Germany’s report that the foster mother is doting and that Allyson receives significant attention when she claims abuse.  A well-intentioned but uninformed foster mother reinforces damaging aberrant behavior.

This circumstance that Yavapai County employees have fostered and continues to perpetuate is debilitating to this child’s best interest and long-term good and paints a terribly distorted picture of this father and his dedication to his daughter.  In his words, “it makes my heart hurt.”

Because of the mismanagement of this case, Mr. Burien has resigned himself to the fact and for his own protection and that of his daughter’s that this child will remain in out of home placement longer than is necessary because of mismanagement.  He understands that all visits will be supervised for a period of time.  

This child must be immediately placed in a Mesa foster home so that the reunification process suffers no more delay or contamination.  Further, there has been irreparable damage done by the distorted information conveyed in the Fax of January 18.  Perhaps an immediate change of venue to Maricopa County can begin to mitigate the damage.

Mr. Burien voluntarily submitted to unnecessary drug and alcohol tests, participated in two separate psychological evaluation, has driven to Prescott with his three year old son on numerous occasions, has born great personal expense for attorney fees in order to combat obvious prejudice and work toward his child’s best interests.  He has provided numerous references from upstanding persons in the community; incidentally, none of these persons has ever been contacted by any person affiliated with this case except myself.  To say that Mr. Burien is not interested and will not sacrifice for his daughter’s return is to ignore the facts.

Finally, it is disturbing that Mrs. Davidson issued a report that there will be no more unsupervised visitation without mentioning that Mr. Burien had volunteered for such visitation given the seriously damaging circumstances created by mismanagement.  

Yours very truly,







DeeAn Gillespie







For the Firm 
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Walter Burien


Susan Gerhard, Assistant Attorney General


Karen Sullivan, Evaluator
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Eileen Bond, Attorney for Mother
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David Wilson, GAL


Julie Germany, Counselor


Esther Brohner, Supervisor for Kris Davidson
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