Walter J. Burien, Jr.

P. O. Box 31121

Mesa, Arizona 85275

Telephone: 480 649-7177    

Cell: 520 420-0068

April 9th 2002

DeAnn Gillespie                                                          

7319 North 16th Street, Suite 100                                 

Phoenix, Arizona 85020

RE: Visitation / Reunification – Allyson and Father – YAV Dependency# 20010024

Deeann:

Attached is the Family Support Assessment Form preliminarily drafted on 04/08/02 (two pages)

Per the Family Support Assessment Form, nothing at first glance stands out to be a negative, but in reality, at the meeting yesterday it was agreed that the foster home environment is Allyson's true environment. Others were outsiders.  For reunification, it is essential that I be an insider in her life.

Meeting with the family support specialist in an aesthetic environment twice per week for two hours for six months is counter productive for the father and child to bond in the real world of Allyson's true environment. Thus an overall negative over a positive is the result. They mention my watching her swimming lessons, and going to church with her. Here Allyson is focused on her swimming class or church. Again, the father is the outsider having very limited interaction with his child. 

What would be appropriate, and a strong positive for reunification of father and child, would be for the Parent aid, foster parent, and the father to share their twice per week outings in the real world, not a closed aesthetic environment which Allyson would perceive as an intrusion into her normal world. The first two meeting would be appropriate in the foreign closed room environment to start off. The participation of the foster parent would be very beneficial, and is strongly requested for these first two meetings. 

After the first two meetings, the parent aid, Allyson, and the Father should plan their meetings for outings to parks, swimming, and lunches/diners. These outings should be the standard to accomplish "normalcy" in a true real world environment so that the child's wishes for reunification with the biological parent progresses expediently. The foster parent should have the option of, if they do or do not wish to participate with each of these outings. 

I am running my own business, taking care of my family, and house as a single parent. The extensive financial and personal effort I have put forth to reunify with my daughter is now adversely affecting my business, job security, and is adversely effecting my quality time with my son and other daughter. 

I will participate with what I know will have a positive effect for reunification of Allyson with her father. Efforts to the contrary, I obviously cannot participate with. 

It is very important to offer Allyson a "normal" association with her father as part of her "real" environment to have positive results. If the scheduled outings result in an expense to the parent aid or foster parent, I will pick up the cost for the lunch, diner, pool fee, park fee, etc. 

With the above structure being in place, clearly noted as an amendment to the Family Support Assessment Form, I see a real chance for reunification of Allyson in her home with her Father possibly within 3 to 4 months. Without this structured positive agreed to, the aesthetic negative now offered will only lead to continued alienation of the father as an outsider. This I cannot allow to have happen, or could I participate with.

Please add the above as an addendum to the Family Support Assessment Form, and upon acknowledgment by CPS and the Family support Specialist, we can proceed with reunification of Allyson with her biological family in Mesa who anxiously awaits her return.

Yours Truly,
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Walter J. Burien, Jr.

Father of: Allyson Arrowwood Burien

SENT BY FAX – 11:50 a.m. – 04/09/02

D. Gillespie: Fax # 602 870-9783 

Kriss Davidson – CPS: Fax# 928 778-6587

Parenting Skills Services: Fax# 480 967-4986

B. Stanton - Foster Care Review Board: Fax# 602 542-9478

David Wilson:  Fax# 928 778-6743                                                        
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