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HD: Boy, 6, removed from dad's care 

EAST BRUNSWICK: A man took his 6-year-old son from school and led police on a slow-speed chase in his recreational vehicle Wednesday after school officials reported the child was living in the vehicle, police said.

Walter J. Burien, 50, formerly of Arizona, was arrested and charged with interfering with custody, eluding police and - after a search of the RV - possession of a handgun and possession of hollow-point bullets.

Burien took his son out of his first-grade classroom in Central Elementary School Wednesday morning while the principal waited for representatives from the state Division of Youth and Family Services, police said.

School officials had notified DYFS and the East Brunswick Police Department the boy was living with his father in an RV, spending nights parked in various township parking lots.

After Burien left the school with his son against the principal's instructions that he wait for the state's social services agency to arrive, the principal called 911 to alert the police.

According to police, after Burien refused to stop his vehicle, officers followed the RV onto Merrill Avenue to Milltown Road eastbound, over Route 18 North, onto Old Bridge Turnpike, east into South River side streets, onto Prospect Street, north onto Brick Plant Road and back into East Brunswick.

Burien then drove east on Edgeboro Road and made a left onto Connerty Court, which is an industrial area dead end, police said. Burien then attempted to drive through the rear parking lot of a trucking company and across a grassy field in an effort to get back onto Edgeboro Road, but the RV got stuck in the mud, police said.

Officers surrounded the vehicle, and at first, Burien refused to get out, police said. Eventually, under assurances he would not be harmed, Burien surrendered without incident and handed over the child, police said.

A search of the RV revealed a 9 mm semi-automatic handgun with a laser sight, several loaded magazines and hollow-point bullets in a plastic case, police said.

The boy's mother is in Arizona, and the child was turned over to DYFS, which will be releasing him to relatives, police said.

Burien was taken to Middlesex County Adult Correction Center in North Brunswick in lieu of $100,000 bail, police said.

Rick Harrison 

