



Man jailed after chase in motor home with son 

	



	STEVEN M. BARON Officers look over the scene around the motor home after its driver led them on a lengthy chase before surrendering to authorities near Edgeboro Road, East Brunswick, Nov. 23.


	


EAST BRUNSWICK - The father of a 6-year-old township student led police on a lengthy chase last week in a motor home after picking up the boy from Central Elementary School. 

The Nov. 23 chase through East Brunswick and South River ended peacefully after a brief standoff when the RV became stuck in mud. 

Police said Walter J. Burien Jr., 50, and the first-grader had been living in the RV recently, spending the night in various parking lots throughout the township. Burien, who had returned to his hometown of East Brunswick with the boy this fall after living in St. Johns, Ariz., would drop off and pick up the student at Central each day in the motor home, according to police. 

School officials notified the state Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) and township police about the situation, and when Burien came to pick up the boy at school Nov. 23, Principal Phyllis DiNatale told him he could not take the child because DYFS workers were on the way. Burien then took the boy out of the classroom and left the school, prompting the principal to call 911, according to police. 

East Brunswick Patrolman Brian Fitzgerald responded and observed the motor home pulling out of the school parking lot onto Cranbury Road. Burien would not stop the vehicle when police tried to pull him over, and began a slow-speed chase across town. Police followed the RV through a nearby neighborhood, onto Merrill Avenue, to Milltown Road and over Route 18 to Old Bridge Turnpike. 

The pursuit then went into South River and through several neighborhoods before heading to Brick Plant Road and back into East Brunswick. After driving east onto Edgeboro Road, the RV made a left turn onto Connerty Court, a dead-end street in an industrial area. The driver attempted to drive through the rear parking lot of a trucking company and across a grassy field, but became stuck in the mud and stopped, police said. 

Police officers from East Brunswick and South River surrounded the motor home and ordered the driver to get out. After he refused, officers briefly tried to force entry but were unsuccessful. The brief stalemate came to an end when East Brunswick Lt. Joseph Ur assured Burien he would not be harmed if he complied with police. 

The suspect opened the door, turned over the child and surrendered, police said. 

Officers searching the RV found an FEG 9 mm semi-automatic handgun and hollow-point bullets in a case, according to police. The gun had laser sight and several loaded magazines. 

Burien was charged with interfering with custody, eluding police, possession of a handgun and possession of hollow-point bullets. He was lodged at the Middlesex County Adult Correction Center, North Brunswick, in lieu of $100,000 bail. 

The boy, whose mother still lives in Arizona, was turned over to DYFS before being released to relatives.
