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**** BEGINNING OF CALL****

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yes, this is Paul Ramsey.

WALTER BURIEN:  Hi, Paul. I was calling, there was an incident that took place, I think, on Saturday, the calf and the two dogs.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Uh, yes.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, I was just calling you to talk to you about it, find out what happened, and --

PAUL RAMSEY:  And who is this?

WALTER BURIEN:  Walter. The two dogs were mine. I had -- picked them up yesterday and buried them.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Uh-huh.

WALTER BURIEN:  And Ramos told me I should give you a holler.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Okay.

WALTER BURIEN:  And -- what happened? Was this Saturday morning that this took place?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I believe it was Friday -- evening.

WALTER BURIEN:  Friday evening? And --

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yes.

WALTER BURIEN:  What happened there?

PAUL RAMSEY:  When I went out to take some mineral out to that -- by the tank where the salt area is, there is a calf laying there dead, and as I drove up to see what was going on, I was 30, 40 yards away from it, I pulled up, and the dog’s head popped up from behind the calf, and so I loaded my gun and I stepped out of the pickup, and one of the dogs -- two dogs -- popped -- a second dog came up, and the one ran at my pickup and barking and growling, and I shot that dog --

WALTER BURIEN:  And – that was the female.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yup, that was the female. And then the other dog started to run, and I shot it.

WALTER BURIEN:  Any other dogs in the area or not?

PAUL RAMSEY:  There were not.

WALTER BURIEN:  Any other cattle in the area?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Just the mother of that calf. Looking for her calf.

WALTER BURIEN: Also a black calf?

PAUL RAMSEY:  What's that?

WALTER BURIEN:  Also a black cow?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No. The cow is a red cow.

WALTER BURIEN:  Red?

PAUL RAMSEY:  First calf, heifer. That's her first calf.

WALTER BURIEN:  So when you say red, like a burgundy dark brown?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah. Dark brown, red. More red than dark. Sorrel.

WALTER BURIEN:  That was Friday night, though? Do you know about what time?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I don't know, not exactly. Probably 4:30, 5, somewhere in there.

WALTER BURIEN:  In the afternoon, Okay. 'Cause that's about nine miles east of there. Usually my dogs will stay around -- they stay on this side of the tracks. They got some -- I got a neighbor about a mile and a quarter away where --

PAUL RAMSEY:  Do you own property out there?

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, yeah. Been out there since 2001.

PAUL RAMSEY:  You bought one of the 40-acre parcels?

WALTER BURIEN:  Nah, I got a couple acres from one of the guys that had a 40-acre parcel. I had initially bought some property on E-Bay. I was over in Mesa, and I drove up here three or four days to find it. With the help of my neighbor here, Dick Kohnert. And I moved out a mobile home and a few other things from Prescott and I set it up, and Dick goes, "Well, I had the wrong marker, it wasn't a corner marker, it was a center marker," and I looked at that property, and it was all crap, you know, not level, couldn't build on it after moving on it, so I got a refund from E-Bay and Dick sold me two of his acres. I set up on a little ridge looking out over the north of the valley. I can see about 45 miles north and east and west.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah.

WALTER BURIEN:  At nighttime I'll see about three -- three lights out in the distance -- could you hold for one second, Dick -- my neighbor's pulling up --

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah, I got some meetings I need to get to.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, and that calf was about like two, three weeks old?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, that calf was about 60 days old.

WALTER BURIEN:  That’s about two months old?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yes.

WALTER BURIEN:  -- about twice the size of the other one, big boy. They go along the tracks and  -- there was a road-kill about two months ago where all the dogs in the neighborhood converged and had a field day. It was down by the underpass bridge, but, you know, I have cattle all over my place and the dogs will run along with them and -- I've never seen them attack a calf or anything else out here.

PAUL RAMSEY:  I don't believe they attacked this calf. I think they ran it to death. They didn't chew the calf up. Its ears weren’t chewed up, its tail wasn’t chewed up. What they do, they like -- they get them running and they just like to chase them. And when they get them chased to a certain point, the calf, it'll -- it'll take their life. It'll kills them.

WALTER BURIEN:  The mother --

PAUL RAMSEY:  I was there that morning, and that calf wasn't there. I go -- I made my circle early in the morning, and then I saw that there wasn't any mineral at that site, so I went around and did the trip to the ranch, and when I came back that evening to deliver -- to deliver some mineral -- I had to go back down and get some, and that's when I found them.

WALTER BURIEN:  And --

PAUL RAMSEY:  I called Ramon, and he can tell you the time and the -- because he did the report on it.

WALTER BURIEN:  And --

PAUL RAMSEY:  I called him immediately because I thought the dogs -- there was a guy camped on the way into the Blue Hills --

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah.

PAUL RAMSEY:  -- to the landfill, and I thought they were probably his dogs, you know, in that location, just being two of them. And so he went and visited with that guy, and he said, "No, I don't have a dog." Anyway, so that's the -- that's kind of the extent, I mean, I have -- I have dogs-- I have put my own dogs down that chase cattle. Once they start, they don't quit, you know.

WALTER BURIEN:  If I saw my dogs trying to bring down a calf, I'd shoot 'em. Or so --

PAUL RAMSEY:  I mean, it wasn't a malicious intent. I just -- it had to be stopped. We got so many dogs running in this country now that are -- that are just feral dogs that -- that we're starting to have a lot of issues with that.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, Big Boy was kind of real passive. He wouldn't get in a fight with another dog. I gave him an attitude correction when he was a year old when he attacked his father, he -- real passive.

PAUL RAMSEY:  The female was definitely on the attack.

WALTER BURIEN:  Well, the female, I call her a bitch, but the female about on Tuesday, yeah, she was out for an hour or two, and she wandered back, I noticed she was kind of walking real slow, and I looked and her chest was hanging down about six, seven inches, and – I opened up the front gate and she walked in real slow. She had gotten kicked by one of the cows, local, right in the breastplate, shattered her breastplate, and she had a five-inch packet of blood underneath the skin, hanging down all over her chest, and her left leg swelled up twice its normal size, you know, so she lie in bed for three days. I thought she was going to die on the first day. Can you hold for about fifteen seconds? One second.

Sorry about that. That was the neighbor Dick Kohnert -- he checks the mailbox for me once in a while. I drive a 30-foot motor home, and six miles to the gallon, I don't like to drive into town too often.

PAUL RAMSEY:  I bet not.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, the -- but the mother, she was three years old, the other one was her son, was about a year and a half old. But she, I always called her the bitch, and she was the one that we, you know, would jump over the fence, and so forth and try to lead the puppies. I have a total of seven. Five big ones and two little three-month-old puppies.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Uh-huh.

WALTER BURIEN:  But, you know, I thought she was going to die that day, Tuesday, but she made it through the night. Gave her some amoxicillin and raw eggs. Now -- she wouldn't even jump out of her bunk -- come Thursday, you know, she walked, you know just looking to jump down off the bunk bed, like a foot and a half high. She'd think about it for about five minutes -- but she went out Thursday for about an hour, you know, to walk around, and she was going real slow. And then Friday, you know, the four dogs went out for a romp. They usually like to go around my property or go down east, down where -- Do you know the Garcias?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I do.

WALTER BURIEN:  They have the little hunting cabin back there, been back there since the '40s. Yeah, the new neighbors to them, which is like up on a hill directly northwest by about a quarter mile, half a mile, they have about eight dogs and a cattle pond down there, and the dogs always come down and play around there, chase rabbits around the field, so, you know, Friday they went down there. The other two came back in about two hours and Beastess and Big Boy didn't return. They always come back, you know, in the evening before it gets dark or midday if they go out for an hour or two. And I started looking for them on Tuesday and went down and spoke to -- do you know a Jason Namcum [phonetic]?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I don't.

WALTER BURIEN:  Jason. Yeah, I spoke to him and he said he had heard that two dogs had got shot.  That's when I checked with Ramon and found out about it. Went down yesterday morning. Got the two dogs and buried them back on my property so they'd be close by.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Well, you know, I'm not the guy who just goes out and shoots dogs for fun. I don't enjoy it. I don't -- the only reason I did that was because of the death of that calf and the consistency in the area of dogs harassing cattle. So that's the reason. Like I said, I've shot my own dogs before for that same reason, but I -- usually if I put a dog down, I get somebody else to do it. It's not something I enjoy. I mean, it's a --

WALTER BURIEN:  What did you use, a .45?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, I used a .243.

WALTER BURIEN:  A rifle?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yes, sir.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, I think the bigger one, he got shot in the side?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Uh, he did, I think because he was -- he was on the run.

WALTER BURIEN:  Or shot in the butt?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I don't know.  He spun around, I shot him again.

WALTER BURIEN:  You shot him twice?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yes, sir --

WALTER BURIEN:  He had a shot through the butt and one through the side. And the mother once?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I believe so, right through the chest area somewhere; she was running straight at me. And barking and growling and running full bore. I don't put up with dogs attacking me on my own property. 

WALTER BURIEN:   Yeah?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Its not my own but a lease, yeah.

WALTER BURIEN:  She was more of the type If she saw a car, she probably thought she was going for a ride. 

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, I don't think so. I don't think she thought she was going for a ride the way she was coming. I have a different opinion on that one. What's that?

WALTER BURIEN:  Like I said, the thing that amazed me was that the -- I couldn't have seen her walking a mile or two without it killing her.

PAUL RAMSEY:  I don't know how she got there, but that's where she was. And that's where they were both. And that's, you know -- the previous week, I had no knowledge of, but I do have knowledge of that day.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, well -- I do know they went down on -- went down along the train track once or twice a week, search for road kill. Ever since like two months ago, there was one that had a -- a full steer got hit, and all the local dogs were down there for three or four days or so. But after that, they walked along the train tracks --

PAUL RAMSEY:  Oh, yeah, do you have a light-blue pickup truck?

WALTER BURIEN:  You just drive a white one?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I drive a white truck.

WALTER BURIEN:  Okay. All right. How much was that calf worth?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Well, our calves averaged $500 when we sold them last fall at weaning age.   
WALTER BURIEN:  What's that, at auction?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah, we take them to the auction. Heifers are a little less. Steers are a little more. But on average it's about 500 bucks.

WALTER BURIEN:  At what age?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Ah, Let's see. They are born in the spring, so, well, we actually sold those calves --

WALTER BURIEN:  Five, six months old?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, they were about -- the calves we sold last year started calving about May, and so they were about nine-month-old --

WALTER BURIEN:  You know Pat Spurlock?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Pat who?

WALTER BURIEN:  Spurlock.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Not well. I know of him. But I don't know him.

WALTER BURIEN:  He's retired, and he bought a house up in Payson. I was living up in Payson about a year, and he was a good friend of mine, but – he used to own his ranch, it was like forty miles by fifty miles, in Apache County. He was the largest rancher out here way back when until he sold everything off. But yeah, like I say, he was a good friend of mine. I know a few cattle ranchers here and there, I chitchat with. I stay out on my property, I work around my computer. I have a Web site which I operate. The kids, as I call them, the dogs, are usually with me like 90 percent of the time. They have their own bunk bed in a motor home which they sleep in. Or so – and if they take off, they have been taking off down east, down by the Garcias', and play with the other dogs.  The furthest I've taken out, the furthest west is down by the train tracks. You know. if you know, the guy that -- he works at the sheriff's office or the jail and he's got a house up there, has had a house in there since the '30s, and he has a little cemetery, the grandfather  -- well, the father, the daughter got killed when she was about 18, driving back around about Holbrook. She’s the only one buried there. You know where that is?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Holbrook?

WALTER BURIEN:  No, no, no, no. I'm talking about that family. John, I'm trying to think of the last name. Could be Ramos. But the -- yeah, just on the other side of the tracks, just like a couple hundred yards with the -- furthest I ever saw my dogs east -- excuse me -- west was, you know, just right by the train tracks. There were four dogs that live there, that they would be playing with them. But --

PAUL RAMSEY:  As far as I said, I have no idea how they got there. All I know is that that's where it happened and that's what I -- I came upon. And that's why I did what I do.

WALTER BURIEN:  So how long do you think the calf was there before you came across it?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I'm not sure 'cause it -- wasn't there in the morning, I know that, 'cause I went through there probably, oh, 7:30, 8 o'clock in the morning, and went about, did all my other stuff, and came back that evening, to, as I said, to bring the minerals that I noticed wasn't there that morning, so basically run out there and that's what happened.

WALTER BURIEN:  You got a lot of cattle, right?

PAUL RAMSEY:  We have -- I don't -- 

WALTER BURIEN:  Are you the rancher that puts the orange tags in the ears?

PAUL RAMSEY:  We have -- a lot of them have white tags, yellow tags, got some red.

WALTER BURIEN:  Red. That could be, yeah, red, dark orange. Yeah, there's right around my property is probably 50, 60 cattle that are constantly here. They walk through every day or so. Some come up to my front gate. 

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah, that's probably Brown's or Garcia's. I don't know.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, well, I never saw -- I never saw the dogs once snap or try to bite at the cattle. I saw them run along with the cattle or move along with them as they follow them from down toward the Garcias' place, but never once saw them snapping at them or, you know, trying to bite them. In fact, Big Boy one time got his foot stepped on. As I mentioned, Beastess is -- just last Tuesday got kicked. Got too close and got kicked square in the breastplate. Like I said, you know, if she got shot on Friday, that was four days after she had gotten kicked, and I thought she was going to die on Tuesday, Wednesday. And Thursday she was recovering, but she couldn't really --

PAUL RAMSEY:  As far as that there, I don't -- I have no idea what happened previous to that, but I do know what happened when she came running at my pickup, barking and yelling and -- not yelling, dogs don’t yell, but growling and coming at me and --

WALTER BURIEN:  She'll bark at somebody if -- if she sees any aggression with her, she'll bark at them, take that --

PAUL RAMSEY:  There was no aggression. I got out of my pickup, and then when she came at me, I shot her.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yep, okay, so they were actually the ones that tore open the belly of the calf, probably?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, they are not.

WALTER BURIEN:  So they were not feeding on the calf?

PAUL RAMSEY:  What I told -- what I told you was they had not chewed on that calf. They ran that calf to death.

WALTER BURIEN:  Okay, so the calf just dropped, from exhaustion.

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah, he was not -- he was not chewed up at that time. Ramon has pictures of it.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, he showed them to me.

PAUL RAMSEY:  He came out. I called him, he came out, he took pictures right then. You can see the ears are not chewed up. The tail was not chewed up. The calf is dead and the two dogs that are with it. Now, what is -- I mean, the dog is aggressive coming to me, shot the dog, and then the other dog was running, and I shot him, because we --

WALTER BURIEN:  That whole area is fenced in for the cattle, correct?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Yeah, but it's big. It goes clear to the power plant, clear past the railroad tracks, on the east side.

WALTER BURIEN:  So you got a -- so you have property also on the east side of the tracks?

PAUL RAMSEY:  We do. Not very much.

WALTER BURIEN:  So you go almost all the way over to Garcias', then, probably?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, we don't go that far. We're just barely across the tracks.

WALTER BURIEN:  But the cattle can walk across there, on the crossings and so forth?

PAUL RAMSEY:  Ah, Sure.

WALTER BURIEN:  Probably some of your cattle up here once in a while?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, I don't think they go that far, because there's no houses within the area that's -- that -- where we run our cattle.

WALTER BURIEN:  You know where the bulldozer is, right?

PAUL RAMSEY:  I don't.

WALTER BURIEN:  Do you ever go up the train access road?

PAUL RAMSEY:  No, I don't come out that way. I come from the power plant side.

WALTER BURIEN:  Yeah, well, there's a bulldozer -- mile marker 11 on that road there’s, at mile marker 11 on that road. 

PAUL RAMSEY:  Hello?

WALTER BURIEN:  Can you hear me now? Can you hear me now? Can you hear me?

CALL LOST – Call duration 21 minutes 10 seconds.
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